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In my doctoral dissertation, I examined physical intimate partner violence (IPV) against women 
in the countries of the former Soviet Union (FSU). The objective of my research was to analyze 
and compare the extent and determinants of IPV in post-Soviet countries. The specific research 
question my study answered was: “What are individual, household, and community determinants 
of IPV in the countries of the FSU, and how and to what extent do these determinants vary 
among these countries?” To answer the research question, I utilized data from the Demographic 
and Health Surveys (DHS) conducted in Azerbaijan, Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Tajikistan, and 
Ukraine by the United States Agency of International Development between 2005 and 2012. To 
analyze the factors affecting IPV, I use a multilevel regression model that distinguishes the effect 
of variables at individual, household, and community levels. Drawing on socialist feminist and 
resource theories, I explored IPV in the FSU societies through a comprehensive set of 
hypotheses predicated on the assumption that the roots of violence against women are based on 
the unequal power relations between men and women and the normative use of violence in 
society. The findings indicate that patriarchal ideology and traditional gender norms in FSU 
societies strongly affect violence against women. My dissertation research contributes to 
understanding the extent and correlates of IPV in the FSU by utilizing improved measures of 
IPV, more comprehensive coverage of IPV issues compared to previous studies on IPV, and 
illustrating the complexity of the relationships between IPV and the economic and social status 
of women, their experiences, and empowerment. 
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